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Background:  FSA has moved to the MIDAS CLU maintenance system.  The new CLU map layer 

exports have the field (column) ‘FSA_Acres’ removed from the CLU_a_ms###.dbf.  

  

When you try to create a PLU using a CLU as a source layer, you get the following message: 

 

 

**When you click OK, the next message shows up. 

 

If you are still using Toolkit 5, the error message will be different: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Julie A. Daughdrill, GIS Specialist/Toolkit Coordinator USDA NRCS Mississippi 601-792-8601 

 

Here’s how to resolve the issue 

First, check to make sure that someone in your field office hasn’t already fixed the CLU and 

created a new template. In this case, you can just get the new template with the updated 

CLU layer from the F: geodata/project_data/nrcs folder. 

Otherwise, below describes how to add ‘FSA_Acres’ to the CLU attribute table. 

1. In the ArcMap Table of Contents (TOC), right click on the clu layer and select DATA, then 

select EXPORT DATA. 

 

 

2. In the EXPORT DATA dialogue, export ALL FEATURES, use “this layer’s source data” as 

the coordinate system and make sure you browse to a “WRITEABLE” location in the geodata 

subfolders – F:\geodata\project_data\nrcs, select SHAPEFILE as Save as tyle and name it 

according to your county FIPS code (see example below) and click OK.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. When prompted click YES to add the exported data to the map as a layer.  The new CLU layer 

from F:\geodata\project_data\nrcs will be added to the top of your map layers in the TOC  

clu_a_ms(FIPS CODE) 
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4. Remove the “Old” CLU layer from the TOC.  Right Click on the OLD CLU layer and choose 

REMOVE.  

 

 

5. Right Click on the new CLU layer and choose OPEN ATTRIBUTE TABLE. 

 

 

6. Click on the drop down arrow for the table menu   and select ADD FIELD. 
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7. Fill out the ADD FIELD window using FSA_Acres for the Name, Type = Double and Field 

Properties of Precision = 9; Scale = 2. 

 

8. Scrolling to the left you will see the ‘FSA_Acres’ field was added to the end of the field in 

the attribute table.    

 

Close the table by clicking on the “X” in the upper right corner of the table and proceed with 

creating a new PLU as normal.  
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9. By creating a new CLU layer and adding it to your custom 

County/Team template *.mxd, you will now need to save it and 

let the other FO personnel know you have created a NEW 

TEMPLATE and their old template must be replaced. The new 

CLU layer and new template should be used by other field staff 

in your office so they don’t get the same error messages.  
 

We save our Custom County/Team Templates to:  

A. In the Toolkit folder for the Add/Change Template button  to find. 

    C:\Program Files (x86)\USDA\Toolkit5\Templates 

B. On the server for the others to make a copy and then paste into “A”.  

F:\geodata\project_data\nrcs\ 

10. Use the ADD/CHANGE TEMPLATE button to add in the newly created 

Custom_county_Template and to make note of the DATE MODIFIED when grabbing the new 

template by hovering over the template name until the information box pops up.    

 

 

 

 

IN SOME CASES, STAFF DO NOT HAVE THE APPROPRIATE 

PERMISSIONS ON THE F: DRIVE TO PERFORM THE ABOVE 

EDIT TO THE CLU. IF THIS DOES NOT WORK FOR YOU, 

TRY THE FOLLOWING (from June Johnson, WA): 

 

1) Create a geodata folder and sub folder, common_land_unit on you C drive 

2) Copy the clu data from F geodata into the sub folder: 

In the ArcMap Table of Contents (TOC), right click on the clu layer and select DATA, then select 

EXPORT DATA. 
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In the EXPORT DATA dialogue, export ALL FEATURES, use “this layer’s source data” as the 

coordinate system and send to the subfolder you just created – C:\geodata\CLU, select 

SHAPEFILE as Save as style and name it according to your county FIPS code (see example 

below) and click OK.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When prompted click YES to add the exported data to the map as a layer.  The new CLU layer 

from C:\geodata\CLU will be added to the top of your map layers in the TOC  

 

 

Remove the “Old” CLU layer from the TOC.  Right Click on the OLD CLU layer and choose 

REMOVE.  

clu_a_ms(FIPS CODE) 
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Right Click on the new CLU layer and choose OPEN ATTRIBUTE TABLE. 

 

 

Click on the drop down arrow for the table menu   and select ADD FIELD. 

 



Julie A. Daughdrill, GIS Specialist/Toolkit Coordinator USDA NRCS Mississippi 601-792-8601 

 

 

Fill out the ADD FIELD window using FSA_Acres for the Name, Type = Double and Field 

Properties of Precision = 9; Scale = 2. 

 

11. Scrolling to the left you will see the ‘FSA_Acres’ field was added to the end of the field in 

the attribute table.    

 

Close the table by clicking on the “X” in the upper right corner of the table and proceed with 

creating a new PLU as normal.  

 

12. Add the new CLU layer to your County template and save it 

on your c drive.  
 

Save your County Template to:  

In the Toolkit folder for the Add/Change Template button  to find. 

    C:\Program Files (x86)\USDA\Toolkit5\Templates 

13. Use the ADD/CHANGE TEMPLATE button to add in the newly created 

Custom_county_Template and to make note of the DATE MODIFIED when grabbing the new 

template by hovering over the template name until the information box pops up.    
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